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Book Reviews and Award Contest

Book Review Mini-Critique

Below you will find ratings (scale of 1-5) with general descriptions for the major parts of your
book followed by your Readers' Favorite review. Although this is just a Mini-Critique, we hope it
will give you an insight into how readers may view the different components of your book.

These are the opinions of your reviewer, and although they are not a literary professional, they
are an avid reader of books just like yours.

Title: Toward the Turning

Lo g
Subtitle: Rethinking the Meaning of 9/11, the Clash of __5-_3';; _‘ ~ ff;*n
Civilizations, and a Post-Modern World - A :
Author: Scott Gibbs
Genre: Non-Fiction - Social Issues
Appearance: The appearance of a book can make a significant impact on the
experience of a reader, whose enjoyment is often enhanced by an
5 enticing cover, an intriguing table of contents, interesting chapter

headings, and when possible, eye-catching illustrations.

Plot: The characters of a book should be well defined with strengths and
flaws, and while they do not have to be likable, the reader does
have to be able to form a connection with them. The tone should be

5 consistent, the theme should be clear, and the plot should be
original or told from a unique perspective. For informative books --
those without plot and characters--this rating refers primarily to
your concept and how well you presented it.

Development: Development refers to how effectively you told your story or
discussed your topic. The dialogue should be realistic, the
descriptions should be vivid, and the material should be concise

5 and coherent. Organization is also a key factor, especially for
informative books -- those without plot and characters. The order in
which you tell your story or explain your topic and how smoothly it
flows can have a huge impact on the reader's understanding and
enjoyment of the material.



Formatting:

5

Marketability:

4

Overall Opinion:

5

Formatting is the single most overlooked area by authors. The way
in which you describe scenes, display dialogue, and shift point of
view can make or break your story. In addition, excessive
grammatical errors and typos can give your book an amateurish
feel and even put off readers completely.

Marketability refers to how effectively you wrote your book for your
target audience. Authors may include content that is above or
below the understanding of their target reader, or include concepts,
opinions or language that can accidentally confuse or alienate some
readers. Although by its nature this rating is very subjective, a very
low rating here and poor reviews may indicate an issue with your
book in this area.

The overall starred rating takes into account all these elements and
describes the overall reading experience of your reviewer. This is
the official Readers' Favorite review rating for your book.



Review:

Reviewed by Mansoor Ahmed for Readers' Favorite

Toward the Turning: Rethinking the Meaning of 9/11, the Clash of
Civilizations, and a Postmodern World by Scott Gibbs is a dense,
philosophical attempt to explain why group conflict, from terrorism
to holy wars to political polarization, keeps repeating itself across
history. The book opens by rejecting the usual explanations of
tribalism and fanaticism as too shallow, arguing instead that
identity itself, what Gibbs calls "unwitting identification" with the
faiths and systems we belong to, is the deeper engine behind
human violence. From there, Gibbs builds an existential framework
and applies it methodically to Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, then
extends the same lens to modernity, American exceptionalism, and
Zionism, using September 11 as the throughline that ties the whole
inquiry together. It's an ambitious work of ideas rather than
reportage, aimed at readers willing to examine philosophy and
religious history in pursuit of a new way of understanding conflict.

Scott Gibbs writes in a dense, academic style, leaning on thinkers
like Tillich and drawing on existentialist philosophy to build his
argument brick by brick, which demands real patience but rewards
readers who stick with it. The pacing is methodical, and each
chapter builds directly on the theoretical scaffolding laid down
before it, so skipping ahead would cost the reader real context.
Gibbs's own voice as a guide through this material is consistent and
confident throughout. The theme that conflict stems from
contingent, constructed identity systems rather than fixed evil
gives the whole project intellectual ambition. | found his framing of
fundamentalism, as any system that "fuses self with system,"
rather than a trait unique to religion, to be a thought-provoking way
of looking at ideological rigidity. Toward the Turning is a
challenging, rewarding read for anyone willing to think deeply about
why we keep repeating the same conflicts.



